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GENERAL NEWS 


A monthly round-up of Victorian railway news and events 


C AL EN DAR 
JUNE 
EER 
ANNIVERSARIES 


3rd, 1978: Last Bendigo - Robinvale DERM rail 
motor service operated. (20) 

4th, 1988: Loco J515 re-commissioned for service 
by SLSPG. (10) 

7th, 1858: Contract awarded for construction of 
Melbourne - Bendigo railway. (140) 

10th, 1928: Automatic signalling installed 
between North Melbourne and Macaulay. (70) 

11th, 1953: Last mixed train steamed to Bright 
hauled by K164. (45) 

14th, 1883: Opening of Wodonga - Murray River 
- Albury line. (115) 

21st, 1883: Melbourne - Sydney service 
inaugurated with break of gauge at Albury. 
(115) 

21st, 1883: Opening of Raywood - Mitiamo line. 
(115) 

2ist, 1923: Opening of Colac - Alvie line. (75) 

22nd, 1923: Won Wron - Woodside line opened. 
(75) 

28th, 1948: Ashburton - Alamein line re-opened 
electrified. (50) 

29th, 1968: New Portland station opened. (30) 

30th, 1893: First loco built at Newport 
Workshops — Z class No.526, 0-6-0 type. 
(105) 

30th, 1983: VicRail ceased to exist. (15) 

30th, 1983: Two-way train to base radio 
introduced on North-East and Western lines. 
(15) 

1973: VR monthly magazine Newsletter renamed 
Railways. (25) 


JULY 
[Esrozs=t3) 
ANNIVERSARIES 


Ist, 1948: Closure of Burrumbeet Junction - 
Burrumbeet Racecourse line. (50) 

Ist, 1953: Closure of Bittern - Red Hill line. (45) 

Ist, 1973: Southern Aurora takes on MotoRail. 
(25) 

1st, 1983: STA and MET established. (15) 

2nd, 1883: Opening of Colac - Camperdown 
line. (115) 

2nd, 1883, Opening of Korong Vale - Boort line. 
(115) 

3rd, 1978: Closure of Carlsruhe - Daylesford 
line. (20) 

4th, 1898: Camberwell - Ashburton line re- 
opened. (100) 

9th, 1908: Tocumwal Bridge - Tocumwal opened. 
(90) 

20th, 1923: First electric goods loco (Bo-Bo 
type) built at Newport and Jolimont 
Workshops in service. (75) 

21st, 1933: First all-welded steel goods wagon in 
the world built at Newport Workshops. (65) 

24th, 1993: Last Melbourne to Leongatha 
passenger train service, with P18 - FSH set. 
(5) 

28th, 1953: Closure of Newlyn - Daylesford 
Junction line. (45) 

1953: First of 60 J class, 2-8-0 type locos built by 
Vulcan Foundry Ltd, Lancashire, England. 
(45) 
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INTERSTATE RAIL 
FREIGHT 


Australia’s interstate rail freight net- 
work will be brought under a single 
management from Wed.1.7 in an 
agreement between Federal and State 
transport ministers. 

A pledge was made to make the 
resources available for the new Austra- 
lian Rail Track Corporation to take 
control of the interstate link, from 
Perth through Adelaide, Melbourne, 
and Sydney to Brisbane. 

The former head of the Victorian 
Premier's Department, Mr Ken Baxter, 
will chair the new body. (Age) 


PTC MANAGEMENT 
CHANGES 


Mr Ian Dobbs, PTC Chief Executive 
ended his five year contract with the 
PTC on Fri.1.5 and did not wish to 
renew it. He is expected to move into 
private enterprise, and possibly not 
connected with transport. Mr Dobbs 
has been replaced by Mr Andrew Neal, 
who was previously Chief Executive 
of Australian National, the Federal 
government railway which has now 
been sold. 

Mr Simon Lane, previously head of 
MET Trains, has been appointed chief 
executive of the SRA, the passenger 
rail operator in NSW. 


FAST TRACK 


Fast Track, a subsidiary of V/Line 
Freight Corporation, handles the par- 
cels and pallet freight to country areas. 
Fast Track is to be relocated to a new 
centre shared with Amcor/Toll at the 
North Dynon railyards. 

Currently Fast Track shares the old 
Melbourne Freight Terminal with the 
Amcor and Toll groups, which use rail 
to haul paper from Amcor’s Maryvale 
paper plant in Gippsland. The pro- 
posed relocation reduces the available 
space to a third and the restricted rail 
access will see the transfer of some 
rail freight services to road. 

Seven of the Fast Track freight 
locations covering Bendigo, Ballarat, 
Kerang, Swan Hill, Warrnambool, 
Maryborough and Colac will be served 
by road and not by rail. 

Mr Rod O’Loan, Chief Executive of 
V/Line Freight Corporation indicated 
the move from rail to road was to be 
temporary and met the community 
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service obligation, to provide service 
to rural areas and they would not be 
disadvantaged by the move to road. 
As V/Line Freight Corporation was 
due to be privatised later this year, it is 
not clear what will be the future of Fast 
Track under a new private operator. 


METROPOLITAN 
RESIGNALLING 


Westinghouse Signals Australia has 
been awarded a signalling upgrade 
project covering the resignalling of 
three major stations in the metropoli- 
tan area. The stations are Ringwood, 
Heidelberg and Broadmeadows. 

The project worth $16.5 million is 
based on the Westinghouse Signals 
WESTRACE computer interlocking and 
includes three aspect colourlight 
signals, electric point motors, electro- 
hydraulic train stops and jointless track 
circuits. 


NATIONAL RAIL 


National Rail Corporation recently 
opened a Locomotive Provisioning 
Centre adjacent to the Melbourne 
Freight Terminal. The centre will be 
the largest and busiest in the country, 
servicing more than a quarter of the 
National Rail fleet daily. 

The state-of-the-art facility provides 
locomotives with fuel, oil, water, brake 
blocks and cleaning. 

When the locomotive enters the 
centre, centre roof fans are actuated to 
extract exhaust fumes. When the loco- 
motive stops the fuel hoses are set to 
the correct positions. The locomotive 
is fully serviced in one position en- 
suring both time and productivity 
efficiency. The service takes approxi- 
mately 80 minutes per locomotive 
and should improve with driver ex- 
perience. 

These new facilities complement 
the Goninans Spotswood locomotive 
maintenance facility, where all of the 


NR class locomotives are maintained. 
(NR News) 


SUNSHINE STATION 
DISASTER MEMORIAL 


On Mon.20.4 at Sunshine station a 
memorial service was held to mark 
the 90th anniversary of the worst rail 
accident in Victoria’s history that 
occurred at Sunshine. 

In 1908 at 10.50 pm the Bendigo to 
Melbourne express under the control 


ps 


NR94 and NR99 leave Inverl 
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eigh with 9821/NP2 Steel Link on Mon.2.3.98 after pulling out a coupling and holding 


up operations on the standard gauge plains mainline for several hours Graham Withers 


of driver Leonard Milburn approached 
Sunshine station after passing two red 
signals and ran into the rear of a 
Ballarat to Melbourne passenger train 
stationary at the platform. The last 
five cars of the 19 carriage train were 
demolished and 44 people were killed 
on impact and a further 400 injured. 

Mr Tom Rigg, a retired station mas- 
ter and the V/Line staff at Sunshine 
organised the memorial service at 
which around 300 people attended. 
Federal and State members of Parlia- 
ment, the Mayor of Brimbank, local 
ministers of religion, relatives of the 
victims and survivors attended the 
service. 

The service included prayers and an 
address by Mr Norm Carlton, presi- 
dent of the Sunshine Historical Society 
and the lighting of 44 candles for those 
who died in the accident. 


A BRIDGE TOO FAR 


A planned footbridge closure near 
Elsternwick railway station could 
endanger local commuters. 

The Public Transport Corporation 
is demanding Glen Eira Council find 
$250,000 needed to keep the Oak 
Avenue footbridge and an underpass 
open. 

Glen Eira city development director, 
Jeff Akehurst, said pedestrians would 
be forced to take a 1.4 kilometre detour 
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to reach Elsternwick station and he 
feared people would try to illegally 
cross the tracks. 

‘Closing the Oak Avenue footbridge 
would also have the effect of dividing 
the community between Nepean 
Highway and the railway line from 
the eastern side of Elsternwick.’ 

Also earmarked for closure is an 
underpass at Tooronga Road near 
Malvern station which is just inside 
Glen Eira’s border with Stonnington 
Council. 

The Public Transport Corporation 
has refused to pay the $250,000 re- 
furbishment cost or provide funds 
for ongoing maintenance for either 
walkway saying it was now Council’s 
responsibility. (Caulfield Glen Eira 
Leader) 


GREAT NORTHERN 


The Great Northern Rail Services Pty 
Ltd have struck an enterprise agree- 
ment with the Public Transport Union 
to allow the company to offer crewing 
services for railway transfer operations 
from 1 January 1998. 

Great Northern Rail is Victoria’s 
first private rail operator and this has 
now allowed the company to expand 
from leasing locomotives to become a 
niche player in crewing as rail author- 


ities look more to outsourcing exper- 
tise. (Network Rai!) 
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NEW $8 MILLION 
WESTALL TRAIN CENTRE 
OPENS 


Transport Minister, Mr Robin Cooper, 
officially opened the new $8 million 
Westall train maintenance centre and 
stabling yard on Fri.17.4. 

“This new facility will play a vital role 
in maintaining and improving relia- 
bility in the Melbourne suburban train 
fleet,’ Mr. Cooper said. 

‘Repairs and other maintenance 
will be performed while the trains are 
inside the maintenance building or 
stabled on one of the seven sidings. 

‘With its state-of-the-art equip- 
ment, the time trains are out of service 
will be significantly reduced. More 
trains will be available for use at any 
time and will give more flexibility to 
the maintenance scheduling, resulting 
in better service for customers. 

‘This centre, along with another at 
Bayswater, will give Melbourne com- 
muters even more reliable suburban 
train services.’ 

The new centre was built as part of 
the Jolimont Rationalisation Project. 

Public Transport Corporation Chief 
Executive, lan Dobbs, said the Westall 
centre will allow best practice preven- 
tative maintenance and repair work to 
be carried out on Melbourne’s subur- 
ban train fleet. 


‘Our Comeng and Hitachi trains 
require underframe and roof access to 
perform necessary regular mainten- 
ance,’ Mr. Dobbs said. 

‘Inside the building there are over- 
head cranes and suspended platforms 
to allow work to be performed on train 
airconditioning units, pantographs 
and on the roof of carriages. 

‘There is also an elevated track and 
jacking station areas to remove and 
replace bogies and a removable track 
area to allow forklift access to heavy 
underfloor components of our trains. 
‘Minor maintenance works will be 
carried out on trains in the stabling 
sidings as well as equipment examin- 
ations, inspections and cleaning of 
vehicles. 

‘Major maintenance works will be 
carried out in the Westall facility from 
07 00 until 23 00 up to six days a week, 
while work in the stabling sidings will 
be done 24 hours a day, seven days a 
week. 

‘Our staff will be able to work in all 
weather, indoors and out. 

‘Westall and Bayswater will ensure 
Melbourne’s trains are maintained to 
the standards required by Melbourne’s 
rail commuters,’ added Mr. Dobbs. 
(PTC news release) 


ADELAIDE - MELBOURNE 
RAIL LINE ‘NATION’S 
WORST?’ 


A Federal parliamentary committee in 
South Australia has heard that the rail 
line between Melbourne and Adelaide 
is the nation’s worst section of track. 
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The committee heard there is an ur- 
gent need for repairs. 

James Hallion, from the State’s 
Industry Department, said improve- 
ments in this section would assist in 
the viability of the proposed Alice 
Springs to Darwin rail link. (ABC 
News) 


DEMOCRATS CALL FOR 
ADELAIDE - MELBOURNE 
RAIL LINK REPAIR 


The Melbourne - Adelaide rail link had 
deteriorated into a decrepit state from 
lack of maintenance and was in neeed 
of urgent repair, according to the Aus- 
tralian Democrats. 

The Democrats urged the South 
Australian Government to lobby its 
Federal counterpart to fund the 
upgrading of the rail link, which the 
Federal Government owns. 

South Australian Democrats deputy 
State leader, Sandra Kanck said it took 
13 hours to reach Melbourne from 
Adelaide, but if the Government re- 
paired the line the journey should 
only take 11 hours. 

‘The Federal Government must give 
the money to upgrade the line because 
it is in a disgusting condition,’ she said. 

She said the railways were forgotten 
when it came to funding and invest- 
ment. 

‘They simply do not have a policy 
towards the railways and because the 
road lobby has an enormous influence, 
they get a lot of money at Federal 
level,’ she said. 

‘Rail is the best way to move freight 
around the country. If you look at it in 
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terms of number of accidents, it is safer 
than road transport and more environ- 
mentally friendly.’ (Ballarat Courier) 


STATE BUDGET 1998-99 


With the introduction of accrual bud- 
geting and capital charging the amount 
of operating subsidy to the PTC for 
1997-98 is forecasted to be $783 mil- 
lion. This reflects a significant increase 
from the cash based subsidy of $203 
million which reflects the cost the 
government has also carried to support 
the PTC. This increase does not add 
to public expenditure. It is only an 
accounting charge. 

This, of course, may change due to 
privatisation in 1998-99. 


PRIVATISATION: The two metro- 
politan train services (Hillside and 
Bayside) and the two tram companies 
(Yarra and Swanston) together with 
V/Line Passenger have entered into a 
franchise agreement with the govern- 
ment which: 


= Contractually specifies the services 
which the franchise must provide 
including frequencies, stopping 
points and journey times. 

= Regulates annual fare increases. 

= Sets out a regime of incentives and 
penalties to encourage efficient, 
quality services. 

= Requires the franchisee to provide 
concession fares, multi-modal 
tickets and train and tram infor- 
mation. 
In return for this the government 

will provide a pre-determined level of 

financial support. 


CLF4 and a CLP head the down Patrick superfreighter near Horsham on Sat.14.3.98 while a Toll truck runs by on 
the Western Highway Michael Bray 
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NR81 and NR92 are seen on the North Melbourne flyover as they prepare to shunt back into the 
NRC goods yard. Sat.18.4.98 


CAPITAL WORKS: The Budget 

Papers outline only a minor works pro- 

gram to rail transport as listed below: 

= $3.5 million upgrade Hitachi subur- 
ban train brakes. 

= $15 million upgrade Flinders Street 
rail viaduct. 


= Public transport fares will rise by 3 
per cent from January 1999. 

= The Government has committed 
that as public transport services are 
privatised, fares will not rise beyond 
the rate of inflation. (Budget Paper, 
No.2, 1998-99) 


= $2.5 million upgrade Melton Weir 
viaduct. 

= $2.2 million Caulfield electrical sub- 
station (important on the busy 
Frankston and Dandenong lines). 

= $10 million upgrade on the Geelong 
to Warrnambool line. 


G529 waits at Appleton Dock with a train for Patricks as waterside workers continue their blockade of the area. 
H2 was attached to the rear of the train in order to haul the train back to Dynon Yard for unloading due to 
the blockade. Sat.18.4.98 Both photos Michael Bray 
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MELBOURNE’S WORKING RAIL MUSEUM 
— Down and ups on the Upfield line — 


With heritage buffs 


L; all goes to plan, this year will see 
the Met’s Upfield line brought up to 
the technical and service standard of 
the rest of suburban system. With 
threats of line closure going as far back 
as 1964, cessation of Sunday services 
in 1971 and no evening services for 
many years, the line recently suffered 
the indignity by being truncated at 
Flemington Bridge for nine months 
as a result of the City Link Project. 

Apart from the 1996 duplication of 
platforms at Coburg facilitating driver only operation, and 
some trackwork and improvement to signalling, at time of 
writing there is little evidence of the $25 million facelift 
budgetted for in the State Government’s 1996 Budget. Fol- 
lowing electrification as far as Fawkner in 1920, there has been 
minimal infrastructure change over seven decades. 


LINE CONSTRUCTION 


One hundred and twenty nine years ago in 1869, the 
Pentridge District Road Board first started agitating for a 
railway. Pentridge was the original name of the district now 
known as Coburg. With the recent removal of Melbourne’s 
main jail from Coburg, one wonders how much longer the 
name Pentridge will survive. After years of proposal and 
counter proposal, that the line should continue from Coburg 
to Preston, or to Craigieburn and Kilmore, a Victorian Rail- 
ways Contract was signed in 1881 to terminate the line at 
Coburg. The line was to run from North Melbourne, east of 
the Zoological Gardens, through Royal Park and then parallel 
to Sydney Road to the terminus. 

Protesting was popular even in those days, for shortly after 
construction began in early 1882, loud protests were made. As 
earth works commenced in Royal Park, it was perceived that 
the Park could be desecrated if the line followed the con- 
tracted route. The voices were heard and the line was diverted 
west of the Zoo. This and other problems delayed the open- 
ing of the line by some fifteen months. Ceremonies were 
conducted at both Brunswick and Coburg stations by the 
Victorian Governor in September 1884. 


Ata time when rail lines were proliferating across the state, 
it is not surprising that there was further agitation, even 
before the line was completed, that it should be extended to 
Somerton to join the main north-east line. Within five years 
of reaching Coburg, by October 1889 the line had lengthened 
to Somerton. In kilometres, the 8.2 km track from North 
Melbourne to Coburg had stretched an additional 11.5 km to 
meet the north-east line, which had reached the Murray River 
six years previously. 

In the June 1997 issue of the Coburg Historical Society News- 
letter, Mr Laurie Burchell, Coburg Historian, has reported on 
his researches into one line that was sought but never built 
—a branch off the Coburg/Somerton line. Mr Burchell has 
written: “The Flemington Bridge to Pascoe Vale railway 
through West Brunswick and Coburg was never built, yet 
by 1892 (three years after completion to Somerton) it was 
fully surveyed and costed and only needed the assent of 
parliament. 


lamenting, metropolitan 
Melbourne’s northern line 
with a chequered history is 
about to enter the 20th 
century — admittedly a 
little late 


Sid Brown 


‘Branching off the Coburg line at 
Manningham Street (the site of the 
new crossover in former use due to 
the past termination of trains at 
Flemington Bridge), it was a little 
over five kilometres long with three 
stations, and intended to serve East 
Essendon as well as West Brunswick 
and (West) Coburg. It crossed the 
Moonee Ponds Creek near Reynard 
Street to join the Broadmeadows line 
a little south of Pascoe Vale Station.’ 

‘There can be little doubt that the large subdivision on 
either side of Moreland Road, one on Coonans Hill called 
Moreland Township Estate, and on the Brunswick side, opti- 
mistically named The Land of Promise, were both created 
in anticipation of its arrival.’ Even then in the 1890s it was 
not possible to win them all. 


VISIBLE HEIRLOOMS 

While a number of station buildings and signal boxes are of 
historic interest on the Coburg/ Upfield line, the eye-catching 
items are undoubtedly the series of ancient timber rail/road 
level crossing gates, mostly in close proximity one to another, 
and the semaphore signals — many dating back to the early 
days of line operation. The stretch of track of most interest 
to rail historians is the four kilometres between Park Street, 
Brunswick and Gaffney Street, Batman. 

At nine crossings, gates keepers emerge from their wooden 
cabins to open and close by hand four timber gates at the 
passing of each train, after setting and re-setting semaphore 
signals. There are now only ten sets of manually operated 
railway gates left on the Melbourne suburban system, nine 
of them being on this line. 

Eight years ago, in 1989, the National Trust classified the 
structures between Park Street and Coburg, making it necess- 
ary for the PTC to seek a special permit to modernise the line. 

While it will not be possible to view them for much longer, 
hand operated gates can be seen at Park Street, Brunswick 
Road, Barkly Street, Dawson Street, Albert Street, Hope 
Street and Tinning Street in Brunswick, and at Reynard Street 
and O’Hea Street, Coburg. Manually-operated interlocking 
timber gates, controlled from signal boxes, are located at 
Union Street, Victoria Street and Albion Street in Brunswick, 
and at Gaffney Street, Batman. The remaining crossings are 
equipped with boom barriers or flashing lights. On the 19 km 
Upfield line there is a total of twenty six level crossings. 


ON TRACK 


The first stretch of duplicated line ran from North Melbourne 
to Royal Park, but within eight years (August 1892) of the line 
opening to Coburg, the track had been duplicated to the 
terminus. The tonnage of freight carried due to industrial 
development in the area, and the increase in passenger num- 
bers, made single track operation too difficult. 

The line to Somerton remained a single track until July 1959 
when the track was duplicated between Coburg and Fawkner. 
As part of the State Government’s commitment to give 
Upfield line travellers the same level of services that travellers 
on other suburban rail lines now enjoy, a contract was 
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1104 leads an A? into Royal Park with a special train from Gippsland for the Zoo, April 1953 


Photo courtesy of the PTC 


let in April 1997 to John Holland Construction and 
Engineering to build 2 km of duplicate track between 
Fawkner and Gowrie. At present the single track between 
these stations limits train operation. Track duplication will 
give Met Trains much more flexibility. 

Historically, in the 1890s traffic between Coburg and 
Somerton was light — three passenger trains to Somerton, 
two to Campbellfield (between the present Gowrie and 
Upfield) and one to North Coburg (Merlynston). A regular 
goods to Somerton and another which continued on to Sey- 
mour made up the daily down working, with corresponding 
up trips. 

Falling traffic and a railway strike (yes, they had them in 
1903) soon saw the closure of the Somerton line, and it was 
not until the new general cemetery was opened at Fawkner 
that this station became the terminus in 1914 with seven trains 
a day suburban service. 

A passenger service between Fawkner and Somerton was 
re-instated in March 1928, when an AEC railmotor (known as 
the ‘The Beetle’) made seven return trips on weekdays, eight 
on Saturdays and four on Sundays. Campbellfield and Camp- 
bellfield North stations were re-opened and an additional 
five stopping places provided. A 26 foot turntable was instal- 
led at each end of the run. By May 1956, patronage for the 
obsolete railmotor RM7 was so low that it was not con- 
sidered worth replacing. The service was discontinued. 

With the sale in October of the same year of housing com- 
mission land at Campbellfield North to the Ford Motor 
Company, it was announced that the 5.7 km line section 
between Fawkner and a site adjacent to the new factory, was 
to be re-opened, upgraded and electrified, and that a new 
terminus station named Upfield was to be built. Coincid- 


ing with the track duplication to Fawkner in July 1959, the 
electrified single track to Upfield was opened. At the same 
time the 2.5 km section between Upfield and Somerton was 
re-opened as a goods line, operating as dual gauge from 
January 1963. 


THE BATTLE CONTINUES 


The whole of the Upfield line came under threat in 1981 when 
the Lonie Report to the State Government recommended 
that the line should be closed due to poor patronage and the 
high cost of upgrading to modern standards. Vigorous pro- 
tests by patrons, local councils and interest groups narrowly 
averted the closure. 

However, over the next few years the State Government 
made further threats to close the line and use the right-of-way 
as a freeway, and later, when light rail vehicles started to 
replace trams, to narrow the gauge and run the Sydney Road 
LRVs along the railway reservation as far south as Park Street, 
Brunswick. This would have the stated advantage of freeing- 
up traffic congestion in Sydney Road, Coburg and Bruns- 
wick. The tram users would not hear of it. Construction of the 
railway parallel to and a few blocks west of Sydney Road for 
the 14 km between Royal Park and Upfield, has meant that 
from as early as 1910 it had stiff competition from trams over 
the southern half of that distance. First there were horse 
trams, then cable and electric trams, and currently two-car 
light rail vehicles. 

After the Coalition Government was elected in 1992, there 
was a commitment made to keep the line open until the 
route was chosen for the six lane Western Bypass linking the 
Tullamarine and West Gate Freeways. Three of six options 
involved closure of the Upfield line. Fortunately for rail, 


another choice was made. This, however, for safety reasons 
due to massive works over the line, necessitated the tem- 
porary closure between North Melbourne and Flemington 
Bridge, with passengers being transferred by bus to New- 
market on the adjacent Broadmeadows line at North 
Melbourne for travel to the City and beyond. 


CONTRACTING FOR THE FUTURE 


The present Government’s commitment of $25 million 
to improve the line is in stark contrast to the previous 
Government which, following years of neglect, tried to 
close the line down. In addition to the duplication of track 
between Fawkner and Gowrie referred to earlier, a contract 
has been let to GEC (Alsthom) Australia to design, supply, 
install, test and commission the new signalling system for 
the line. 

The antiquated, labour intensive signalling system be- 
tween Jewell and Upfield, which has operated since the line 
opened over a century ago, is to be replaced by a new compu- 
ter based system. While this new system will improve train 
services, the Public Transport Corporation is working with 
municipal councils and Heritage Victoria to ensure the his- 
toric character of the Upfield line is retained. 

ABB Engineering and Construction have been contracted 
to upgrade the overhead traction power supply system be- 
tween Flemington Bridge and Upfield. It will also design 
and construct the power supply for the new track between 
Fawkner and Gowrie. 

New train stabling sidings have been built at Upfield and 
are already in use. A signal panel located at Upfield will con- 
trol operations on the entire line. 

Station platforms and bridges will also be improved. 

Automatic boom gates at road crossings will replace the 


existing hand operated system, but road closures are part 
of the plan. 
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CONSULTATION ON ROAD CLOSURE 


There are currently eighteen road crossings on the line 
between Park Street and Shorts Road, Merlynston. Five of 
these are proposed to be closed to: 


= improve the efficiency and safety of rail service, 

= reduce the cost of the upgrade and long-term maintenance, 
and 
retain the important heritage of the line. 


The PTC has conducted a study to look at which roads 
could be closed. The study examined current and future 
traffic levels, alternative routes for vehicles, impact on local 
residents and businesses, and the need to preserve line heri- 
tage. It involved consultation with community organisations 
in the area. 

Ten crossings were chosen for detailed study, with a re- 
sulting proposal to close five of the following six crossings: 
Barkly, Union, Albert, Tinning and Reynard Streets and 
Shorts Road. The final decision is, as yet, unknown. 

The roads will only be closed at the railway line. There will 
still be crossings for pedestrians and cyclists. In most cases, 
there will be a need for other traffic management changes to 
ensure that diverted traffic moves smoothly. The provision of 
automatic boom gates, where they are installed, will certainly 
significantly reduce the frustrations of road-users, which 
they have endured for many years. 


ONWARDS TO 2000 


Over 114 years, no metropolitan railway line in Melbourne 
has experienced the planning indecision and lack of funding 
which has been the fate of the Upfield line. With the com- 
pletion of the upgrade this year, and the continuing increase 
in patronage observed over recent years, residents of the 
City’s northern region will face the third millennium with a 
new, efficient and reliable railway system providing a daily 
service to midnight. 


Just around the curve from Royal Park are a series of hand-operated gates that have been the charm of the 
Upfield line for many years Photo courtesy of the PTC 
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Above: The signaller operating the block instrument at Moreland signal box. The instrument in use 
controls the section to Coburg whilst the one on the right is the Brunswick instrument. Sat.23.8.97 


Below: The gatekeeper at Brunswick defies the road traffic to open the gates for another train to 
pass in a time honored ritual. Sat.15.6.96 Both photos Stuart Turnbull 
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Fast ELECTRIC PARCELS 
A review of the VR’s suburban parcels service operations 


Ah, the pleasure for a 
rail enthusiast to be invited 
to peruse a past issue of 
a working timetable: 
in this instancea VR 
suburban WTT dated 
23 October, 1961 


D.. my scrutiny of its contents 


I became intrigued with the mean- 
derings of the parcels coaches as they 
swayed their solitary way around the 
suburban system. It is time, I feel, that 
a little of their story is recorded. 

Coded CM (C for baggage/parcels 
and M for motor unit), these vehicles 
were electrically and mechanically 
identical to the Tait and swing door 
electric passenger stock and could be 
intercoupled and worked in multiple unit with them if 
required; which was done on odd special occasions. They 
were referred to officially as a parcels coach, which was usually 
abbreviated to coach by the VR staff. 

The whole story of these CM’s, their history and the his- 
tory of the suburban ‘Fast Electric Parcels Service’ is a topic 
worthy of complete treatment which I trust someone with 
greater knowledge than I will one day compile. So this text 
must perforce deal only with the operations, and then only 
as applicable to this timetable. 

It will be observed that not all lines received a visit from a 
coach. Indeed there were a number of regular passenger trips 
on each line nominated to carry parcels traffic; while goods 
of an urgent nature, such as medical supplies, were instructed 
to be forwarded on the first available passenger train. Of the 
coach runs that did exist they may be conveniently divided 
into three groups: the pre-dawn runs, the day time runs and 
the evening runs. I suspect the pre-dawn runs had much to 
do with morning newspaper deliveries. 

All runs originated and terminated from the parcels dock at 
the west end of platform one at Flinders Street, making down 
trips (away from Flinders Street) and up trips easy to follow. 
For convenience I have numbered these runs in sequence of 
their commencement at Flinders Street; these numbers are 
not official nomenclature. In the timetable all distances are 
calculated in miles, which I have totalled up for each run, then 
in converting to kilometres they have been rounded off to 
two decimal points. 


THE WEEKDAY RUNS 


1. The first coach on starts its run at 1.15 am from Flinders 
Street, stopping Spencer Street, North Melbourne and 
South Kensington to pick up only, setting down from 
Footscray to Newport where its scheduled arrival is 
1.35 am. 

At 1.38 am it departs Newport running express to 
Footscray for a 1.45 am arrival. It then departs at 1.48 stop- 
ping all stations except White City to arrive St. Albans 
at 2.05 am. 

It lays over until 3.08 am when it departs St. Albans for 
an all stations pick up back to Footscray at 3.25 am. It is 
noted in the Working Timetable that this leg of the run is 
available for VR departmental passengers. It departs 
Footscray at 3.30 am for an express run back to Newport. 

Ten minutes later at 3.40 am it departs Newport stop- 
ping all stations to pick up to South Kensington, and 
setting down only at North Melbourne and Spencer 
Street to arrive at Flinders Street at 4.00 am. This leg of 


Alan L Bebee 


. At 3.00 am another parcels coach starts its run stopping 


the journey is also available for 
Departmental personnel travel. 

At 4.32 am this coach leaves Flin- 
ders Street, skipping Richmond 
and South Yarra, then calling all 
stations from Prahran to Sandring- 
ham for a 5.10 am arrival. 

At 5.15 am the coach departs 
Sandringham for an all stations call 
to Prahran, then express to Flin- 
ders Street for a 5.45 am arrival and 
the conclusion of this run. This totals 59 miles (94.95 km). 


all stations to Oakleigh, then express to Dandenong for 
a 3.47 am arrival. 

At 3.51 it departs Dandenong for an all stations call to 
Oakleigh, then on to Flinders Street with the option of 
stopping at all intermediate stations to Toorak if required 
(necessary signals to be exhibited if stopping required), 
then express from Toorak to Flinders Street for a 4.31 am 
arrival and the conclusion of this run. The mileage for 
this trip is 37 miles (59.54 km). 


3CM rolls towards Flinders Street from St. Kilda 
on Fri.2.2.79 having run empty to St. Kilda and then 
back to South Melbourne for loading Barry Eadie 
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After servicing, it was common to leave the coaches in Jolimont Yard before returning them to the parcels 
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dock at platform 1, Flinders Street. 24.10.78 Barry Eadie 


. On Mondays only another run commences ex Flinders 
Street at 3.40 am, runs express to Box Hill (4.02 am), then 
express to Ringwood (4.15 am) followed by an all stations 
call to Lilydale for a 5.00 am arrival. 

It departs Lilydale at 5.20 am calling all stations to 
Ringwood (5.38 am) then express to Flinders Street for 
a 6.12 am arrival and the finish of the run. This run is 
intriguing, why on Mondays only? Distance travelled is 
47 miles (75.64 km). 


. This run starts at 4.00 am from Flinders Street stopping 
all stations to Upper Ferntree Gully for a 5.30 am arrival. 
It then goes off. 

At 8.29am the return trip commences stopping all 
stations to Box Hill (9.41), then Canterbury (9.49), Cam- 
berwell (9.52), Glenferrie (9.56), Hawthorn (9.58), 
Richmond (10.04) and arrives at Flinders Street at 
10.08 am. 

Its run not yet concluded, it departs Flinders Street at 
10.19, stopping Spencer Street, North Melbourne, New- 
market and Essendon only to arrive there at 10.51 am 
where it then lays over. 

Departing Essendon at 11.22 am it called at all stations 
to Flinders Street for an 11.55 am arrival when it appar- 
ently laid over again. 

At 1.26 pm it then ran stopping all stations (except 
Spotswood) to Newport Workshops, arriving there at 
2.15. 

Leaving the workshops at 2.56 pm it stopped at all 
stations to Footscray for an arrival at 3.16. At 3.18 it sets 
off for Sunshine stopping only at Middle Footscray and 
West Footscray to arrive at Sunshine at 3.29 pm. 

At 3.41 pm the coach left Sunshine for a stopping all 
stations run (except White City and South Kensington) 
to Flinders Street for a 4.39 pm arrival, where it again laid 
over. 
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At 6.43 pm it came back on stopping all stations to 
Upper Ferntree Gully again for an arrival there at 8.22 pm. 

Departing Upper Ferntree Gully at 8.32 pm it called at 
all stations to Ringwood (8.55) ran express to Box Hill 
(9.08), then stopped all stations to Flinders Street arriving 
at 9.43 pm. Following a ten minute pause it ran on to 
Spencer Street for a 9.56 arrival. 

At 10.17 pm it left Spencer Street for a 10.20 arrival back 
at Flinders Street, when it then went off after a very exten- 
sive tour of the system. During its travels it clocked up 131 
miles (210.82 km) thereby winning the trophy for being 
the longest of all the runs. 


. Another coach starts its run at 4.20 am ex Flinders Street, 


running express to Caulfield, followed by an all stations 
call to Frankston for a 5.40 am arrival. Here the coach 
finished its run, the crew presumably returning to Flin- 
ders Street on the next up passenger trip. 

If all parcels runs commenced and terminated at Flin- 
ders Street how then did the coach finds its way back? We 
will deal with that shortly. For the moment we will let it 
snooze in the sun and sea breeze at Frankston. This one 
way run only accounted for 26% miles (42.65 km). 


. This was a very interesting run as it occurred only on 


alternate Thursdays. Commencing at 9.09 am from Flin- 
ders Street it ran on to Spencer Street (9.13) then express 
to Newport Workshops for a 9.32 am arrival. 

The return trip started at 9.46, called at Newport at 9.49 
(probably only to integrate it back into the suburban 
system), then straight through to Spencer Street (10.04) 
and concluded its run at Flinders Street at 10.09 am. 
Obviously intended for departmental internal freight 
only, there is an interesting note in the appendices of the 
WTT that if required workshops staff could be sent with 
this coach to assist unloading. There is no mention of 


10. 


their method of return. This little workshops jaunt adds 
up to 16 miles (25.75 km). 


. This run comes on at 9.50 am from Flinders Street and 


skips around to Spencer Street arriving there at 9.53. At 
10.10 it leaves Spencer Street returning to Flinders Street 
at 10.13 where twenty two minutes loading time ts 
allowed. 

Leaving Flinders Street at 10.35 am it ran stopping all 
stations to Frankston where its scheduled arrival was at 
12.04 pm. While at Frankston the 4.20 am down parcels 
coach which has been parked in the siding here is attached 
to the new arrival to form a two car set, with the 4.30 am 
down forming the leading car and the 9.50 am down the 
trailing car. However in the subsequent journey freight 
is only carried in the trailing car. 

At 12.50 pm this two car set departs Frankston for a 
stopping all stations run to Flinders Street with a 2.03 
arrival. Here the leading car is detached and stabled. The 
trailing car, now on its own, departs at 2.26pm for a 2.29 
arrival at Spencer Street. At 3.03 it leaves Spencer Street 
returning to Flinders Street where it goes off at 3.06 pm. 
Fifty seven miles (91.73 km) are covered by this run. 


. Coming on at 10.53 am this run departed Flinders Street 


for a stopping all stations trip to Lilydale arriving 12.23 
pm, when it then laid over. 

At 2.04 pm it departed Lilydale for an all stations call 
arriving at 3.36 pm at Flinders Street. Leaving Flinders 
Street at 3.57 it ran on to Spencer Street arriving at 4.00 
pm. At 4.13 pm it left Spencer Street to arrive back at 
Flinders Street at 4.16 pm when it then went off having 
travelled 49 miles (78.86 km). 


. At 11.37 ama parcels coach leaves Flinders Street stopping 


all stations to Gardenvale (12.02), then express to Sand- 
ringham arriving at 12.16pm. 

Departing Sandringham at 12.21 pm it runs stopping all 
stations to Spencer Street for a 1.07 pm arrival. It then 
departs at 1.26 pm for Flinders Street arriving at 1.29 to 
finish the run. This was a trip of 24.5 miles (39.43 km). 
This run started at 12.22 pm ex Flinders Street running 
stopping all stations to Dandenong, where it arrived at 
1.35 pm. 

The return departed Dandenong at 2.18 pm for a stop- 
ping all stations run to Flinders Street arriving there at 
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ACM enjoys the sun at East Camberwell as it heads for Lilydale. Tues.9.2.74 Lave Ed Cornelius 


3.13 pm. After a lengthy pause it departed at 3.45 to run 
on to Spencer Street arriving at 3.48 pm. At 4.02 it left 
Spencer Street for a return round the viaduct to Flinders 
Street to arrive at 4.05 pm to conclude the run having trav- 
elled 39 miles (62.76 km). 

At 2.50 pm a coach left Flinders Street for Lilydale stop- 
ping all stations along the way for a 4.26 pm arrival. It 
then went off for almost three hours, no doubt to get 
out of the way of the evening peak. 

It came back on to depart Lilydale at 7.15 pm, stopping 
all stations to Box Hill (8.13), then express to Richmond 
(8.29) and on to Flinders Street at 8.33 pm when it then 
went off. Distance travelled was 47 miles (75.64 km). 
This run came on at 6.24 pm at Flinders Street, and ran 
stopping all stations to Mordialloc (7.24), followed by an 
express sprint to Frankston for an arrival at 7.43 pm. 

At 8.14pm it left Frankston for a stopping all stations 
run to Caulfield (9.29), then express to Flinders Street 
(9.43) and on to Spencer Street arriving at 9.46 pm. 

After quite a lengthy pause it left Spencer Street at 10.23 
pm to return to Flinders Street at 10.26 where it then went 
a distance covered by this run was 55 miles (88.51 
km). 

Commencing at 7.04 pm this run left Flinders Street stop- 
ping all stations except Footscray to arrive at 7.48 pm at 
Williamstown. 

Departing Williamstown at 7.52 pm it made an all 
stations call trip to Footscray where it arrived at 8.11 pm. 
It then left at 8.14 pm running on to West Footscray (8.18) 
and then express to Sunshine for an 8.23 pm arrival. 

Leaving Sunshine at 8.32 pm it then called at all stations 

except South Kensington to conclude at Flinders Street 
at 9.23 pm having run 28.5 miles (45.87 km). 
This northern suburbs trip started at 7.10 pm from 
Flinders Street, stopped at Spencer Street and North 
Melbourne, then express to Coburg where it arrived at 
7.47 pm. 

Departing Coburg at 8.07 pm it stopped at all stations 
to Spencer Street for an arrival at 8.37 pm. 

At 8.56 pm it left Spencer Street calling at all stations to 
Newmarket (9.04), express to Essendon (9.16), express 
to Glenroy (9.28), and skipped Jacana to arrive at 9.33 pm 
at Broadmeadows. 
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Leaving Broadmeadows at 9.40 pm it called at Glenroy 
(9.45), Pascoe Wale (9.49), Essendon (9.53), Moonee 
Ponds (10.00), Ascot Vale (10.02), North Melbourne 
(10.08), Spencer Street (10.31) and finally finishing its run 
at Flinders Street at 10.34 pm after travelling 35.5 miles 
(57.13 km). 

15. This trip started at 7.12 pm from Flinders Street for a 
stopping all stations run to Dandenong where it arrived 
at 8.18 pm. 

Departing at 8.28 pm from Dandenong it called at all 

stations to Spencer Street with a ten minute pause at 
Flinders Street presumably for unloading. Its arrival at 
Spencer Street was at 9.41 pm. At 10.26 pm it left Spencer 
Street for Flinders Street to arrive at 10.29 pm and finish. 
On this run 39 miles were covered (62.76 km). 
Note: These times indicate that the up Frankston coach 
followed the up Dandenong to Spencer Street, with the 
Frankston returning first to Flinders Street. Was this an 
instance of both coaches sharing the same platform at 
Spencer Street? 

16. This run commenced at 7.14 pm at Flinders Street, run- 
ning stopping all stations to Westgarth (7.38) followed 
by an express run to Heidelberg for a 7.52 pm arrival. 

Departing Heidelberg at 7.58 pm it made a stopping all 
stations run to Clifton Hill, arriving there at 8.16 pm. 

At 8.20 pm it left Clifton Hill, called at Rushall at 8.22, 
then ran express to Reservoir to arrive there at 8.39 pm. 

Leaving Reservoir at 8.57 pm it ran stopping all stations 
to Spencer Street where it was timed to arrive at 10.01 pm. 

At 10.13 pm it left Spencer Street for Flinders Street to 
finish the run at 10.16 pm. The distance travelled on this 
run was 31.5 miles (50.69 km). 

17. The last run of the day left Flinders Street at 7.35 pm for 
yet another trip down to Sandringham, stopping all 
stations to Gardenvale (8.02), then express to Sand- 
ringham for an arrival at 8.16 pm. 

At 8.22 pm it departed Sandringham for a stopping all 
stations run to Spencer Street to arrive there at 9.27 pm. 

Leaving Spencer Street at 9.38 pm it ran back to 
Flinders Street to finish the run at 9.41 pm, having run a 
distance of 24.5 miles (39.43 km). 


THE SATURDAY RUNS 


In most respects these runs duplicated their weekday 
counterparts, however close scutiny reveals some subtle 
variation in timings. 

1. At 1.15 am this run leaves Flinders Street calling at Spencer 
Street, North Melbourne and South Kensington to pick 
up only, and then all other stations to Newport setting 
down only for an arrival there at 1.35 am. 

Departing Newport at 1.38 am it ran express to Foots- 
cray, arriving at 1.45 am and departing 1.48 for St Albans 
stopping all stations except White City to set down only, 
to arrive at St Albans at 2.05 am. 

At 3.08 am it departed St. Albans for a stopping all 
stations run back to Footscray for a 3.25 am arrival. On 
this leg of its run the coach was available for travel by 
Departmental passengers. At 3.30 am it left Footscray 
for a return express run to Newport. 

Leaving Newport at 3.40 am it ran back to Flinders 
Street calling at all stations and again being available for 
Departmental passengers for an arrival in the City at 
4.00 am. 

After a modest pause it then left at 4.32 am, skipping 
Richmond and South Yarra, thence stopping all stations 
to Sandringham, arriving there at 5.12 am. 


Getting under way at 5.15 am it ran stopping all 
stations except South Yarra and Richmond for a 5.45 
arrival back at Flinders Street to conclude the run. The 
distance travelled was 59 miles (94.95 km). 


. The next one out started from Flinders Street at 3.35 am, 
ran express to Camberwell (3.54), Box Hill (4.09) and 
Ringwood (4.25), and then stopping all stations to 
Lilydale to arrive there at 5.02 am. 


The return departed Lilydale at 5.20 am running stop- 
ping all stations to Ringwood (5.38) then express to 
Flinders Street for a 6.12 am arrival and the finish of this 
run, having covered 47 miles (75.64 km). 


. Commencing at 4.00 am this run left Flinders Street for a 
stopping all stations trip to Upper Ferntree Gully arriving 
there at 5.35 am. 


At 6.03am it departed Upper Ferntree Gully stopping 
all stations to Box Hill (6.35) and then stopped only at 
Canterbury (6.42), Camberwell (6.45), Glenferrie (6.50), 
Hawthorn (6.52), Richmond (6.57) and Flinders Street 
at 7.01 am. 


Rather than finishing its run at this time it was held on 
standby until 10.32 am when it departed for Spencer 
Street for an arrival at 10.35 am. Then at 10.46 am it left for 
its return to Flinders Street to finish at 10.49 am having 
travelled 49.5 miles (79.66 km). 


. This run started at 4.20 am from Flinders Street, ran 
express to Caulfield where there was a conditional stop at 
4.35 am, then stopping all stations to Frankston for a 
5.40 am arrival. 


Leaving Frankston at 6.10 am and running empty the 
crew enjoyed an express run back to Flinders Street 
to finish the trip at 7.04 am. Noted in the timetable is 
provision for a pause at Mordialloc (6.31) and Caulfield 
(6.52) if required. However I suspect these two provisions 
were really key points for time keeping on the return 
journey. This run works out at 53 miles (85.29 km). 


. This was an interesting run and the only day time one on 
Saturdays. Commencing at 10.40 am from Flinders Street 
it ran stopping all stations to Frankston for an arrival 
there at 12.03 pm. During this trip there was an eleven 
minute pause at Mordialloc from 11.26 until 11.37. Whilst 
stopped here it was overtaken by the following down 
Frankston passenger train (ex Flinders Street at 10.50 am), 
being the only instance of a scheduled overtaking of one 
train by another. 


At 12.35 pm it left Frankston for a stopping all stations 
return to Flinders Street to arrive there at 1.43 pm. After 
a stop to catch its breath it departed again for Spencer 
Street at 2.00 pm, arriving there three minutes later. After 
another lengthy pause it departed Spencer Street at 
2.20 pm to return to Flinders Street at 2.23 pm. It then 
went off duty having travelled 55 miles (88.51 km). 


. This, the last of the regular runs, came out of Flinders 
Street at 10.25 pm to run around to Spencer Street for a 
10.28 pm arrival. At 10.38 pm it left Spencer Street to arrive 
back at Flinders Street at 10.41 and the finish of the run. 
For only 2 miles (3.22 km) it takes the prize for being the 
shortest run of all. The axle boxes wouldn’t even get 
warm. 


There was no scheduled Sunday parcel coach runs. 


According to the Appendices in this issue of the WITT 


there were nine parcels coaches available for traffic. 


Centre pages: 2CM stands over at Flemington Racecourse as 


an up race train prepares to depart Late Ed Cornelius 
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FLEMINGTON RACECOURSE PLATFORMS 


Above: Flemington Racecourse station looking in an up direction, believed to be Melbourne Cup Day, 
Tues.2.11.1886. Improvements were made to the station earlier in 1886 — installation of a signal box and 
interlocking, a rostrum for the officer in charge and the north platform for second class passengers 


Below: Looking in the down direction on the same day 
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Above: The crowds roll in on the first class (south) platform on Melbourne Cup Day Tues.5.11.1935 


Below: The same platform on the same day looking in the up direction towards the signal box. 
The Melbourne and Essendon Railways Company opened the line and station on 28.2.1861 and 
closed them on 1.7.1864. The Victorian Railways purchased the company and re-opened on 
30.11.1867. The line was duplicated on 5.11.1870 A// photos courtesy of the PTC 
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A BOOMING SUCCESS! 


T: ministerial advisory commit- 


tee, which conducted a special four day 
hearing into the gates last year, has 
found that the existing gates should 
not be replaced with boom barriers. 

The four person committee recom- 
mended unanimously that the gates be 
kept in operation simply by attaching a motor to the signal 
box driving wheel, as the National Trust had submitted. 

The gates will now remain a focal point of Australia’s best 
railway precinct, and of the famous Lydiard Street urban con- 
servation precinct. They will soon be the only mechanised 
interlocked gates remaining in Australia, their ingenious 
mechanical linkages a likely source of fascination for gener- 
ations brought up on the microchip. National Trust Chair- 
man Simon Molesworth declared it an outstanding victory 
for heritage conservation and the end of a seven year battle. 

The resourceful contribution of barrister Arnold Dix, who 
represented the Trust during the four days of hearing capped 
off seven years of Trust advocacy on behalf of the gates. Such a 
campaign could not have been sustained without wide sup- 
port. Andrew Ward identified and promoted the significance 
of the gates and Ray Martin and Graeme Hood of Ballarat 
University College developed engineering designs in support 
of preservation options. The work of the Trust’s Ballarat 
Branch in battling for local political support — by letters and 
lobbying, arranging photographs of the gates with school 
children and dignitaries in the local media, producing 
posters, handbills, organising a variety of events, and appear- 
ing at hearings — was outstanding and indispensable. Trust 
expert witness Geoff Peterson was one of several engineers 
who regularly helped prepare cases for hearings. The efforts 
of Ballarat City Council and regional authority planners were 
crucial at times. 

The Public Transport Corporation had persisted with 
applications to install boom barriers. In response to a 1993 
Ministerial directive, it prepared specifications for tenders to 
fully automate the gates. The failure to attract any tenders for 
the work seemingly provided strong grounds for this recent 


. 


David Moloney* 
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Ballarat’s Lydiard Street 
railway gates have been 
saved again 


application. However, the advisory 
committee noted that the PTC ‘had 
demonstrated neither flexibility nor 
innovation in its approach to resolving 
an unusual problem’. 

Fortunately, the Minister for Plan- 
ning, Mr Maclellan, did provide flexi- 
bility and innovation. His advisory committee has now pro- 
duced a definitive and ground-breaking examination of the 
issue. Its comprehensive 52 page report may have application 
to future heritage hearings, both with regard to its method 
and in its various pronouncements on heritage principles. As 
Heritage Victoria, the State’s primary arbitrator of heritage 
disputes does not issue reports on its determinations, this 
document provides a welcome yardstick for the heritage 
movement. 

Some of the committee’s findings are encouraging for 
heritage advocates. For example, it is considered that ‘indirect 
community benefits’ could not be disregarded in determining 
the cost-effectiveness of the various options for the gates. It 
determined that the estimated extra cost (15%) of its recom- 
mended option did not constitute undue or unreasonable 
financial hardship. It identified the PTC’s superficial res- 
ponse to ‘the heritage challenges of the site’, and cited the 
Trust’s submission that ‘almost all heritage structures require 
... specialised heritage skills for their preservation and main- 
tenance .. . it would be a disturbing precedent if a body the 
size of the PIC was permitted to destroy a heritage place of 
such significance simply because it requires a special main- 
tenance schedule’. 

Five hearings over seven years have all come to the same 
conclusion: that the gates could and should be preserved. In 
the meantime the PTC has dedicated huge amounts of staff 
time, two Queen’s Counsel and heritage consultants, to a 
determined campaign to install standard boom barriers. 
Surely now the saga is concluded and future expenditure will 
be directed to the gates. 

*David Moloney is a National Trust Conservation Officer. 
Reprinted with permission of the National Trust. 


Tramcar 41 rolls down Lydiard Street towards the gates as a 280 hp Walker railcar 
waits in the platform Lave Ed Cornelius 
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— CLOSED LINE — 


DENNINGTON TO 
Port FAIRY 


Above: B75 on the last train ex Port Fairy has everyone’s 
attention as it awaits departure. Sat.10.9.77 Jeff Bounds 


Below: The rails now have been lifted and Koroit station falls 
into dis-repair — lost and forgotten. 1990 Peter Weickhardt 
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81 CLASS AROUND VICTORIA 


Above: NR81-NR91-8173 lead 9724/YN2 goods towards the Moorabool viaduct as they head for 
Melbourne on Sat.28.3.98 Seve Munro 


Below: NR68-8168-8173 wait in Wallan Loop to cross the up XPT on Tues.24.2.98 Peter Foote 
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OPERATIONS 


An overview of recent sightings and observations 


Secs 


goods in North Geelong yard. Thurs.30.4.98 Julian Insall 


ii 


WEST — North Geelong - 
Ballarat - Maryborough - 
Cressy - Ararat 


GHERINGHAP: Interesting 

locomotive combinations included: 

Mon.23.3: 

G539-CLP11-CLF1-X38-59 wagons 
(9754) on up at 06 40. 

X39-S307-18 wagons (9137) on down 
at 15 02. 

Tues.24.3: 

G523-X50-S310-S301-37 wagons 
(9137) on down at 14 45. 

Thurs.26.3: 

G513-S301-X42-25 wagons (9137) on 
down at 16 10. 

Fri.27.3: 

G514-G526-S301-X42-50 wagons 
(9121) on down at 15 57. 

X50-X39-X46-S306-28 wagons (9137) 
on down at 16 47. 

Sat.28.3: 

NR91-NR88-8173-39 wagons (9724) 
on up at 17 14. 


Sun.29.3: 

G511-S310-S307-39 wagons (9126) on 
up at 08 16. 

Mon.30.3: 

X39-X50-X42-36 wagons (9124) on 
up at 07 30. 

G527-X42-S307-B61 (WCR)-50 
wagons (9137) on down at 17 04. 

Tues.31.3: 

G512-X39-S301-22 wagons (9137) on 
down at 15 53. 

Wed.1.4: 

G526-X42-S307-45 wagons (9137) on 
down at 14 53. 

G538-T399-X38-14 wagons (9792) on 
up at 22 21. 

Thurs.2.4: 

G527-X39-S311 (WCR)-38 wagons 
(9137) on down at 14 47. 

Fri.3.4: 

G514-G524-X42-$307-S301-45 wagons 
(9137) on down at 14 48. 

NR93-BL28-NR76-NR117-NR43-47 
wagons (9724) on up at 15 09. 
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Mon.6.4: 

G512-S310-X39-37 wagons (9137) on 
down at 15 09. 

Tues.7.4: 

G525-G526-S307-S301-47 wagons 
(9121) on down at 13 26. 

G514-X42-S306-23 wagons (9137) on 
down at 15 20. 

Wed.8.4: 

CLP17-CLP14-G535-40 wagons 
(9756) on up at 08 57. 

G511-G512-S310-X31-T408-36 wagons 
(9137) on down at 16 29. 

Thurs.9.4: 

G514-X42-S306-43 wagons (9137) on 
down at 17 06. 

Mon.13.4: 

G537-CLP14-CLP17-20 wagons 
(9755) on down at 20 49. 

Tues.14.4: 

G523-S307-X31-35 wagons (9137) on 
down at 14 52. 

G512-$310-G513-34 wagons (9123) on 
down at 17 25. 


Wed.15.4: 

G514-S301-X52-40 wagons (9121) on 
down at 13 22. 

X42-S306-B76 (WCR)-approx. 40 
wagons (9137) on down at 16 44. 


Thurs.16.4: 

G512-S307-S310-35 wagons (9121) on 
down at 13 22. 

G515-X31-X37-18 wagons (9137) on 
down at 15 54. 

Fri.17.4: 

NR87-NR116-AN3-65 wagons (9702) 
on up at 09 43. 

X42-S306-10 wagons (9137) on down 
at 14 44. 


Sat.18.4: 


NR89-AN3-NR7-67 wagons (9711) 
on down at 06 45. 


NORTH — Shepparton - 
Bendigo - Echuca 


BENDIGO: Interesting locomotive 

combinations included: 

Thurs.2.4: 

G521-A71-T408-32 wagons (9280) 
departing at 20 11. 

Fri.3.4: 

G516-A71-X44-A81-50 wagons (9083) 
arriving at 16 50. 

Sun.5.4: 

G516-A81-X41-48 wagons (9084) 
departing at 22 00. 

Mon.6.4: 

G516-X37-H5-P20-46 wagons (9083) 
arriving at 17 14. 

G516-A71-X44-53 wagons (9084) 
departing at 23 30. 

Tues.7.4: 

G523-A77-H5-T396-45 wagons 
(9280) departing at 20 06. 

Wed.8.4: 

G521-A71-T388-X52-46 wagons 
(9280) departing at 20 00. 

G516-X43-P20-34 wagons (9084) 
departing at 22 20. 

Thurs.9.4: 

G516-X44-T396-37 wagons (9083) 
arriving at 22 24. 

Mon.13.4: 

R766-R707-12 vehicles (8096) 
departing at 17 45. 

G516-X37-T396-45 wagons (9084) 
departing at 21 30. 

Wed.15.4: 

G521-G527-T392-60 wagons (9280) 
departing at 20 00. 
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OPERATIONS 


The station staff at Castlemaine clear a ‘viewing hole’ for the driver after 


N453 was hit with paint while hauling the 18 20 Bendigo - Melbourne 
pass through Kangaroo Flat on Thurs.16.4.98 Barry Eadie 


Fri.17.4: 

G523-T409-57 wagons (9080) 
arriving at 01 48. 

Tues.21.4: 

G521-X37-A79-44 wagons (9083) 
arriving at 21 16. 

A79-X39-21 wagons (9084) departing 
at 2155. 


BENDIGO DEPOT: 

Sun.5.4; G521, G525, N455, N474, 
T382, 1396, [402 and Y171. 

Sun.12.4; A77, G521, G27, N457, 
1382, T402 and Y171. 

Sun.19.4; G511, G523, N453, N460, 
1382, T402, T409 and Y171. 
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Sun.26.4; G514, G527, N461, N472, 
1382, T402 and Y171. 


STABLED LOCOS AT 
SHEPPARTON: 

Sat.21.3: P19, A81, X50. 
Sat.28.3: P21, A73, P23. 
Sat.4.4: A73, X43, P23. 
Sun.12.4: N454, P19, A81, X50. 
Sun.19.4: N473, X47, A81, P19. 


METROPOLITAN 


LONG ISLAND STEEL TRAIN: 
It was noted on Sat.2.5 that all Long 
Island steel trains had A71 as part of 
the motive power. 
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Above: The last remaining 
PTC S class locos in regular 
service, pictured at Geelong 
loco with S306-S307 and in the 
background $310 and $301. 
Sat.21.3.98 Julian Insall 


Centre: K190, near Tooradin, 
hauls the last official train 
to run between Nyora and 
Cranbourne as it heads for 
Newport on Wed.29.4.98 


Jeff Bounds 


Below: T396 passes the 
Bridgewater rail tractor as 

it moves into the yard on 
Sun.5.4.98. The loco returned 
light engine to Bendigo 
Michael Bray 


Puffing Billy 


BripDGING THE GAP 
At CocKATOO CREEK 


Above: Looking east with No.9 bridge under 
construction on Sat.7.2.98 


Right: President John Robinson prepares to 
hammer home the last ‘golden spike’ on 
Sun.22.3.98 
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Laying the spans on the bridge. 
Sun.8.2.98 | 


‘The job is finished’. 
NRT1 crosses the newly 
finished bridge for the 
first time on Sat.22.2.98 


The first through train to 
Gembrook passes through 
Cockatoo, NRT1 leads D21 on 
Sat.22.3.98. Diesels were used 
as there was still a section of 
unballasted track that would 
have been too rough for the 
NAs A/! photos C Bells 
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PRESERVATION 


PUFFING BILLY RAILWAY 


The joining of the Gembrook and Bel- 
grave sections of PBR was carried out 
at 10 00 on Sun.22.3 with the ‘golden 
spike’ being driven in by President 
John Robinson. The completion of the 
decking and the laying of rail on bridge 
9 achieved the joining of the two sec- 
tions. Due to a day of total fire ban, 
steam was unable to be used for the 
first through train to Gembrook, 
which was hauled by D21 and NRT1. 

Work is progressing at Lakeside 
with the conversion from a terminal 
station to that of a crossing station. A 
new island platform is being con- 
structed and a storage siding has been 
completed on the down end of the 
station area. 

Gembrook is a hive of activity with 
the construction of two station build- 
ings. The ‘town’ station is being estab- 
lished in the former goods yard, which 
fronts onto Main Road. Locomotive 
servicing facilities will be re-estab- 
lished in their former location near 
the general store and will incorporate 
the water tank on a timber stand. The 
Heritage station is located on the 
original site and the area will feature 
buildings and appurtenances in the 
style of those formerly on the site. 

The Puffing Billy Great Train Race 
was successfully run on Sun.26.4. The 
results were: winning male, Nigel 
Adkin in 40 minutes, 2 seconds; win- 
ning female, Tania-Saree Warrick in 49 
minutes, 40 seconds; Puffing Billy 52 
minutes, 42 seconds. Number of run- 
ners: 1677, number who beat the train: 
170 male, 3 female. 


CENTRAL HIGHLANDS 
TOURIST RAILWAY 


DRC40 was transferred from Ballarat 
to Daylesford on Tues.27.1 and restor- 
ation work is progressing. The injec- 
tors on No.1 engine have been recon- 
ditioned, wiring repairs and brake 
rigging on the No.2 bogie are being 
undertaken. Body work to remove 
graffiti, seal some windows and paint- 
ing are required before DRC40’s return 
to service. 

Motor No.63 has been providing the 
bulk of the passenger services and is 
running well. 91RM is being prepared 
for external painting. Restoration on 
32RM has been postponed pending 
the completion of the new restoration 


shed. 


News from the preservation SCENE 


A special project undertaken over 
the last Christmas period was the 
painting of all the goods wagons. To 
date this covers the GYs, KMQ, HZB, 
both B vans and starting on the ballast 
hopper. 

The Daylesford to Carlsruhe railway 
closed on 3 July 1978 and the CHTR 
will be holding a Kindred Societies’ 
Day to mark the 20th anniversary of 
this occasion. 


DENILIQUIN TURNTABLE 


On Sat.9.5, Tim Fischer, member for 
Farrar and Deputy Prime Minister 
officially commissioned the 70-foot 
turntable at Deniliquin. 

The turntable was relocated by the 
Rotary Club of Deniliquin from Ingle- 
wood and will be used to turn steam 
locos when visiting Deniliquin. The 
local Rotary Club took up the service 
project and hundreds of voluntary 
man-hours were put into its success. 

In conjunction with the weekend 
celebrations Steamrail Victoria ar- 
ranged for a special train hauled by 
R766 which departed Melbourne on 
Friday. A shuttle trip to Echuca and 
return was run after the launching cere- 
mony on Saturday, with the return to 
Melbourne departing 10 30 on Sunday. 
(The Edward community magazine) 


COAL CREEK 


‘Relaunching the Past — 1998’, a mas- 
sive re-development project at Coal 
Creek Historical Village was officially 
launched by the Premier, Jeff Kennett 
on Tues.31.3. 

Part of the project was the construc- 
tion of a 2 foot gauge Coal Creek Bush 
Tramway representing a timber tram- 
way of the era with a log dump and 
log hauling activity to be developed. 
Volunteers, mostly retired V/Line track 
gangers and local earthmovers con- 
structed the tramway. 

The commencement of the project 
saw the commissioning of restored 
Bundaberg Fowler No.7 steam loco- 
motive by Mr Robin Cooper, the 
Minister of Transport, on Fri.19.12.97. 

The locomotive was built by the 
Bundaberg Foundry Co Ltd under 
license to John Fowler works of Leeds 
UK in 1952. No.7 worked all its life at 
the Bingara Mill near Bundaberg until 
withdrawn from service in 1972. It was 
then purchased by a private museum in 


Bundaberg. The locomotive was pur- 
chased by Coal Creek in 1996 and 
restored by Coal Creek staff, local 
volunteers and work for the dole 
participants. 

Mr Harvey West, a retired V/Line 
driver and steam instructor was 
honored to be chosen to drive the 
locomotive on its first run at the tourist 
village. Ironically Harvey West was the 
engine driver of the last steam train to 
leave the Coal Creek siding, 38 years 
ago, on Wed.15.4.59. 


NEW GROUP TO SAVE 
RAILWAYS 


A new group has recently been formed 
to assist in the fundraising for major 
railway preservation projects in the 
Ballarat region. 


The Soldiers Hill Railway Society is 
operated by volunteer members to 
organise tours to a range of destin- 
ations. 

For more information, contact 
Stephen Norgate on 5331 1757 or 
Dawn Musgrove on 5460 5152. 


CLUB UPGRADES 
HISTORIC WATER TOWER 


An historic water tower will be re- 
stored at the Ballan station by mem- 
bers of the Ballan Koala Club. 


Members also plan to landscape the 
area and fence it. 


They plan eventually to create a 
museum near the water tower. 


Ballarat East MLA Barry Traynor 
announced a $6700 State Government 
grant for the works to be undertaken at 
the historic railway station. 


Last year Mr Traynor, together with 
the Transport Minister, Mr Robin 
Cooper, met members of the club at 
the station where an inspection of the 
site was carried out. 


Mr Traynor said the minister had 
been pleased with the visit and wel- 
comed a submission from them for 
funding. 

The water tower will be sand 
blasted, primed and then painted. The 
club also plans to paint some murals 
and undertake some fencing work. 


Some of the money will also be used 
for scaffolding and safety equipment 
which will be necessary for the safe 
refurbishment of the water tower. 
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VICTORIAN 


A MUSEUM ON THE MOVE 


RAILWAY HERITAGE WEEKEND 


presented by 


VICTORIAN GOLDFIELDS RAILWAY 


Hornsby Street, Maldon — (Central Victoria) 


JULY 11 and 12 1998 — YOU CAN SEE 


¢ Double headed steam hauled goods trains (not seen since the 1960s) © Steam and diesel together 
} e Railmotor running — (RM61) ¢ Night train on Saturday, with listening stop (followed by BBQ on Maldon station 
platform) ¢ Turning of steam locomotive K160 on the Maldon turntable. 

PHOTO OPPORTUNITIES 


Railmotor RMO61 will be picking up and setting down photographers at various locations along the line throughout 
the weekend. 


$12 — UNLIMITED TRAVEL ON EITHER DAY. $20 — UNLIMITED TRAVEL FOR WHOLE WEEKEND. 


From 7.30 am — timetables and photo notes supplied. Breakfast available — $3. 
Hot and cold refreshments available at station during the weekend. 


Proceeds for the restoration of the track to Castlemaine. Victorian Goldfields Railway is proudly operated by 
Castlemaine and Maldon Railway Preservation Society. 


Preserving Victoria’s Railway Heritage. 


Tel: (03) 5475 2966 Fax: (03) 5475 1427 


Maldon — Vicroads Country Directory Ref: Map 59 B1 or Melways Country Directory Map. 


61RM arrives at Maldon on Sun.1.2.98 R McCormack 
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CLASSIFICATION YARD 


YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY HOBBY CENTRE 
490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Victoria, 3136 

Phone: (03) 9723 1211 
HOURS: MON.-THURS. 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. FRI. 10 a.m. - 9 p.m. SAT. 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. 


TRAIN WORLD 


624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton, 3187 (03) 9596 6342 


FOR SALE 


Train World Pty Ltd wish to buy collections of books and magazines on railways. 
Weare interested in American, British and Australian Railways. We also have 
lists available of books and magazines we have for sale in the shop. For a list 
please send a SSAE to Train World Pty Ltd, 624 Hawthorn Road, East 
Brighton, 3187. Phone (03) 9596 6342. 


Mon.-Thurs. Friday Saturday 

.m.— 6. mM. 10 a.m.—9 p.m. .m.—5 p.m. 
Stafford Stamps and Railways Collectables: Our new list of offers is available for Lohse : 6.20 pan anes 2 apn 
the asking and features many items brought back from our trip to the U.K. Magazines and Books New and Used Models 
recently. Write, ring or fax us for your free copy. Stafford Stamps, Box 73, Good range always in stock Australian, USA, UK 


Kew East 3102. Telephone/Fax: (03) 9859 5827. Remember we are always Bankcard welcome 


interested in buying your surplus railway and tramway books, tickets, badges, 
postcards, etc. 


Historical collection model magazines — model railway constructor, railway if HE BN GUNES SHED) 


modeller, continental modeller and model railroader totalling 1250 plus, issues MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 


spanning years 1939 to 1996. Mostly complete years. Delivered Melbourne area. 

Offers to Magazines, 11 Como Parade East, Mentone, 3194. 5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
’ ’ 

Phone: (03) 9890 7027 


Hours: Monday-Thursday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 


The Ararat Railway Centenary Book (1975), in good condition. lan Stanley, Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 
RMB 348, Beaufort, 3373. 


CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to place your advertisement: Use block letters, include full name, address and 
phone number, and cheque (not cash) payable to ARHS. Send to Advertising Manager, GPO 


Direct Importers 


WANTED 


Box 5177AA, Melbourne, 3001. Closing date of Advertisements is the 20th of each month. 
All advertisers are advised to read the Advertising Conditions before placing any 
advertisement as they contain an indemnity from the advertiser. Copies are available on 
request. Charges: Based on 3 column per page, 7 words per line. Normal rate $2 per line 
per month. Special rate for ARHS members $1 per line per month. Minimum charge for 
all advertisements is 4 lines per month. 


MODEL TRAIN SUPPLIES 
EFTPOS — VISA — MASTERCARD — BANKCARD 
Shop 29, Rosella Street, Doncaster East, 3109 
Phone (03) 9841 8089 Fax (03) 9841 4500 


RAILWAY HOUSE 
THE HOUSE OF TRAINS 
Model Railway Specialists (all gauges) 
sales, service and pre-loved 
Australia’s biggest ‘G’ gauge stockist 
2 Meninya Street (P.O. Box 66), Moama, N.SW. 2731 
Phone and Fax: (03) 5482 5490 


THE GREAT RAILWAY 


VR Rollingstock 1886-1996 
Get the BIG picture! 


CD-ROM: 800 pages, 1700 photos 


Peter J Vincent, 5 Flintoff Court, Mill Park, 3082 
Until 30.6.1998 price is $30 including postage 


A.R.HLS. 
RAILWAY MUSEUM 


O S Sund 
SAT. 22 AUGUST 1998 Public Flops (except Christmas Day 
10 am to 3 pm and Good Friday): 12 noon - 5 p.m. 


Also school holidays — Wednesdays 1 - 4 p.m. 


With Bells On Mid week visits by arrangement: 


Phone 9596 3249 
St. Andrew’s Uniting Church Hall Buffet car available for children’s parties and special functions. 
Malvern Road, Gardiner Enquiries: phone museum 9397 7412 


(close to the Junction with Burke Road) CHAMPION ROAD. NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 
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